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Dear Friends of Red Rock 

Canyon, 

     I have good news and 

bad news (depends how 

you look at it). My wife 

and I finally sold our 

house (four years and six 

realtors later) and bought 

a house up in Loveland, 

CO. The sad news will be 

that I will tender my res-

ignation effective 1 July 

2012 as the President of 

the Board and board 

member. Connie will also 

step down from the editor 

of the RAG. 

     We really enjoyed all 

our time here in the 

Springs (since 5 Dec 

2000), a better job for 

Connie at HP in Ft Collins 

will cause us to depart the 

area. We made so many 

friends and relationships 

that I hope will still con-

tinue into the coming 

years. We are not going 

too far (it is only 2 hours 

away), but travel and gas 

will slow things down in 

the coming years.  

     FoRRC is alive and well 

and will continue to be 

the main umbrella group 

for this wonderful tract of 

land. There is a lot of pos-

itive karma to do good 

things in those five can-

yons and beyond. We are 

trying to bridge the gaps 

and pull together all the 

user groups in this open 

space to be better stew-

ards and visitors. The land 

really belongs to the Earth 

and we are there to enjoy 

its offerings – but at the 

same time - protect. There 

always seems to be a 

struggle between right 

and wrong, even in open 

spaces and parks. Some 

folks just want to do their 

own thing in the open 

spaces and ruin the land 

for purely selfish interests. 

     Education is the best 

answer and I hope and 

trust my fellow board 

members will continue 

the process. Educated 

consumers buy better 

products. Conversely, I 

would assume educated 

visitors would be better 

environmental stewards. 

How do we: keep visitors 

on the trails, have them 

pack out everything they 

bring in (including doggie 

do), leave only footprints 

and just take pictures, 

leave artifacts, do not de-

face walls with initials or 

spray paint, leave trail clo-

sures alone, et al? This is 

an ongoing struggle. 

     I urgently wish every-

one in Friends of Red 

Rock Canyon Open Space 

group to support your 

Board of Directors in the 

coming years, the city 

parks and open spaces de-

partment and other like 

groups that support the 

protection of this great 

piece of Earth. With that 

said, I bid farewell, and I 

thank you for the oppor-

tunity to serve. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Johnson 

President  

Friends of Red Rock Canyon 
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QR Codes in Red Rock Canyon Open Space 

You may have noticed black and white barcodes 
showing up on some signage in Red Rock Can-
yon Open Space. These are called QR (Quick 
Response) codes, which contain information 
readable by smart phones. 

The QR code technology provides visitors with 
smart phones quick access to the TOSC Open 
Space Volunteers website 
( www.openspacevolunteers.org ), without 
leaving the parking lot! On the website they can 
view the project calendar, find information on 
the Friends of Red Rock Canyon and other 

Friends groups, and of course, explore all the 
volunteer opportunities available throughout 
the region. 

QR codes are one of the smart phone technolo-
gies Colorado Springs Regional Parks, Trails and 
Open Space is exploring to improve visitor ex-
perience in our parks and open spaces.  If you 
have questions about the QR codes please con-
tact Regional Parks at 385-6542; for questions 
about the Open Space Volunteers program, 
please contact TOSC at 633-6884. 

Mountain Mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus) 

BOTANY 

Mountain Mahogany is an abundant native, 
perennial shrub in RRCOS. Found at eleva-
tions ranging from 4,000 to 8,000 feet it of-
ten grows in clusters on moderately steep 
slopes in shallow, rocky soils. It is well suited 
to our semi-desert, foothills climate. 

Cercocarpus montanus was first collected by 
Edwin James in the Colorado Rockies near 
the Platte River in 1820. 

Mountain Mahogany is typically four to nine 
feet tall but can grow as tall as 20 feet. Char-
acterized by numerous light gray stems ris-

ing from a densely packed base it has a ra-
ther “twiggy” look.  Although not our most 
beautiful native shrub Mountain Mahogany 
is important to wildlife. Deer love to browse 
on the twigs which can add to the plant’s 
straggly appearance.  The seeds are eaten by 
small mammals and birds.  In elk country 
Mountain Mahogany shrublands provide a 
calving environment.  Globally, Mountain 
Mahogany is rare so we are fortunate to have 
this serviceable plant. 

Cercocarpus" is Greek for "tailed fruit". In 
good years Mountain Mahogany exhibits a 
display of tiny red and yellow trumpet flow-
ers. These pleasantly smelling flowers devel-
op into seeds with feathery tails that loft on 
the wind.  Leaves are deciduous and tend to 
be serrated.  

 
Written by: Coreen Toll 

Colorado Master Gardener 

Email your comments to Coreen at 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org  with her 

name in the Subject line. 

http://www.openspacevolunteers.org
mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
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Page 3 Red Rock Canyon Days 

Hurray—Spring is definitely here. 

   It is wonderful to see so many of us in Red 

Rock Canyon enjoying nature and exercising.  It 

is part of what makes living in the Springs area 

a job. 

   However, there are a half million of us living 
close by and our boots, bikes and forgetful 
trash can overwhelm the eco system and wear 
down the trails. The land needs our help.  If you 
want Red Rock Canyon and Section 16 to stay 
beautiful, we need to give back to the land. 

   Whether you are a rock climber, a dog walker, 

a horse rider, a biker, a hiker, a runner or a na-

ture lover, it is your turn to help maintain this 

wonderful Open Space.  The Friends of Red 

Rock Canyon Open Space represents all these 

user groups and invite you to two work days 

this summer. This will also be a social day 

where you can visit with your fellow users. 

June 30th    9am—3pm 

August 2nd    9am—3pm 

   During the Red Rock Canyon Days, we will 

begin doing a variety of jobs.  Some of which 

will be: closing of renegade trails, maintaining 

old trails  (TLC), cleaning out areas, and pulling 

noxious invasive plants.  Whatever the land 

needs, we will provide. 

Make sure to bring normal trail building sup-

plies—strong shoes, water, hat, sun screen, 

lunch and gloves.  We will see you out there. 

Go to our website to sign up.   

 

 

This is our new 
hat pin for this 
year for our 
volunteers that 
work the trails 
this summer. 

 

We are happy to announce in 2013 we will 

mark our 10 year anniversary of the founding of 

the Red Rock Canyon Open Space.  Help us cele-

brate as we launch a new logo designer cam-

paign. That’s right – we are looking for the best 

in design of a Red Rock Canyon logo. The win-

ner will receive a dinner for two at a prominent 

restaurant here in the Springs. We will have se-

cond and third place runner up prizes also 

(TBD). We want to use the logos for various ac-

tivities and promotional items next year.  

There are no real contest rules except for 

providing a copyright free logo in PDF or other 

formats that can be used by manufacturers for 

hat pins/logos/patches.  Be creative, colorful, 

exciting and nonabrasive to anyone.  

Submissions can be made via email to: 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org 

 

Due date is Nov 1st 2012. All submissions will be 

reviewed by our Board of Directors and winners 

selected based on consensus. Good luck and we 

are excited to see what turns up! 

CONTEST 

mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
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You are needed!! 
Change is afoot!  

Now is the time Red Rock Canyon needs your 
support.  Not necessarily money, but your 
time.  The governing board needs some of 
your energy and commitment. 

   Bob and Connie Johnson are moving on 
from the RRC Board of Directors. 

   The City is becoming more dependent on 
volunteers, as its budget is cut. 

   The pond is drying up and needs our help 
and leadership if we are to keep water in 
RRC. 

   The FoRRC web site is in dire need of a 
web manager. 

   The newspaper “The Red Rock Rag” will 
soon be without an editor. 

The board has a few openings for people in-
terested in land stewardship, biking, rock 
climbing, hiking, horse riding, hang gliding and 
any other areas of interest in our Open Space. 

If you have been considering volunteering for 

a worthwhile project that helps nature - THIS 
IS IT.  

If you have six hours a month to be of service 
to our community, we need your help. 

Come to our board meeting on the 2nd Mon-
day of each month at the Westside Communi-
ty Center - 17th St and Bijou St at 6:30 PM.  We 
need you, just come. 

Please email us if you are willing to help the 
Friends stay an important part of the Pikes 
Peak Community volunteer effort to protect 
natural habitat and provide a safe enjoyable 
experience for our outdoor enthusiasts.  

Email 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org 

or you can call us at 321-5354. 

 

THANK YOU, 

Board of Directors, FoRRC 

Editorial  —  Oh Crap! 

     Of course in heavy use areas near parking 

lots and main corridors, picking up dog feces 

is important because an area can be over-

whelmed by the feces.  It is not hard to carry 

a plastic bag a short ways to a trash can. But 

it is so discouraging to be biking or hiking a 

mile in and find a plastic bag filled with crap 

on the side of the trail.  No one wants to 

carry out someone else’s feces filled bags. 

     Please help us teach people with dogs to 

NOT put the dog feces in a PLASTIC BAG un-

less they are willing to carry the bags out of 

the open space and place them in the trash 

cans. It seems so unthinking to take the crap 

and put it into an ugly plastic bag that does 

not degrade very quickly and spoil the natu-

ral beauty for years to come.  Do dog own-

ers think that other hikers want to carry 

their dog’s feces out of the open space? 

Shanti Toll 

Email your comments to Shanti at 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org  with his 

name in the Subject line. 

mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
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A New View of Urban Trail Building and Maintenance 
     Multi-use trails near urban 
centers get an incredible 
amount of use. The trails will 
never be perfect for any one us-
er group. Hikers’ need for flat 
tread and occasional steps make 
trails boring for bikers. Trails 
customized for bikes make for 
swooping turns and narrower 
tread. Explorers (people using 
the open space to find "the road 
less traveled" and beautiful 
things in nature) create rene-
gade trails. Traditional trail 
building wisdom instructs that 
when a trail becomes too deep 
and unsustainable, the trail is 
rerouted and the old trail is 
closed off.  

     In urban open spaces there is 
not enough space to reroute 
trails and have separate optimal 
trails for explorers, bikers and 
hikers. Closing trails does not 
work when so many people use 
the trails and choose to follow 
the old path. How do we accom-
modate all user groups and pro-
tect the land from too many 
trails?  

     Society wants people to exer-
cise and enjoy nature. There are 
many benefits to people for do-
ing so. Yet each user group dete-
riorates biological habitats and 
trails in its own way. They don't 
mean to be destructive with 
their bikes, boots or dogs but 
inevitably deterioration hap-
pens. So how do we manage 
trails in urban open space to 
mitigate the worst effects of so 
many people using the land? 

     First, we repair the trails as 

they deteriorate rather than 
build reroutes. We can widen 
the tread of deeply trenched 
older trails, so hikers can feel 
comfortable. Trenched trails 
need to have a flat tread of 18 to 
24 inches.  We can do this in a 
way that will accommodate bik-
ers.  

     Second, we evaluate the ren-
egade trails. Those that are sus-
tainable and make logical con-
nections, or go to beautiful plac-
es can be added to the master 
plan. By adding some of these 
existing social trails to the plan 
we lessen the likelihood of more 
social trails. We then make a 
real effort to close off those ren-
egade trails that go nowhere, 
are really unsustainable, aes-
thetically undesirable or damag-
ing to the habitat. Although this 
may seem counter intuitive, we 
will save more vegetation in the 
long run.  

     Third, the user groups must 
work together to maintain the 
urban open space. The city gov-
ernment who owns the parks 
can set up oversight procedures 
for the collaborative efforts of 
volunteers.  The larger parks and 
open spaces will need an over-
sight “friends” group that repre-
sents the interests of all the user 
groups and the needs of the nat-
ural habitat of the particular 
piece of land.   

     The expanded Red Rock Can-
yon Open Space (RRC, White 
Acres & Section 16) has many 
user groups that need to work 
together, not competitively. Our 

goal should be to reduce the 
destruction of the natural habi-
tat while pursuing our different 
activities. Hikers, bikers, rock 
climbers, explorers, dog walkers, 
horse riders and of course hang 
gliders all have interests in Red 
Rock Canyon. Some can help 
with volunteer time, while oth-
ers may prefer to contribute 
funding for trail maintenance. 
Both are necessary. 

     Fourth, the city (owner) and 
the user groups need to em-
brace a visionary, flexible and 
realistic management approach. 
Master planning is essential be-
cause it is protecting the habitat 
for future generations. Yet often 
the reality on the ground goes in 
a different direction.  A master 
plan needs to be dynamic in or-
der to be effective. The city and 
the user groups must be flexible 
enough to cope with the reality 
on the ground in a comprehen-
sive and effective way.  Master 
Plans need to be updated on an 
annual or three year basis by an 
oversight committee of user 
groups and city staff.   

For people, it is better to fix 
things by design, than make be-
havioral rules and laws that are 
not followed or enforced.  For 
the environment it is better to 
disturb the land as little as possi-
ble. By working together we 
should be able to accomplish 
both. 

Shanti Toll 
Email your comments to Shanti at 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.
org  with his name in the Subject 

line. 

mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
mailto:friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org
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History in Stone—The Story of Red Rock Canyon 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture at left 
by Bill 
Koerner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The pasque flowers are out and so is Ruth 
Obee’s new book History In Stone: The Story of 
Red Rock Canyon, published by Johnsons Books. 
Among the goals the author set for herself in 
her new book, was not only to describe and 
document one of the most beautiful sites in the 
Pikes Peak Region, but also the community who 
made the open space a reality. 

 
The narrative begins with the area’s geological 
origins and tells the story of discovered dino-
saur tracks, marine fossils and archeological evi-
dence of early humans in the open space. Red 
Rock Canyon’s rich and diverse wildlife ecology 
is fully detailed in first-time lists of flora and 
fauna.  Additional chapters are devoted to Bock 
family history, personal interviews and history 
of the land we call Red Rock Open Space. 
 
Also featured are stunning landscape photos by 
Bill Koerner, a painting by Laura Reilly, a litho-
graph by Archie Musick and historical photos 
and illustrations. 
 
A book signing will be held on May 20th, 2012 
from 3pm—5pm at Summerland Gardens, 124 
E. Cheyenne Road, Colorado Springs,  
Co  80906. 

Lost & Found—RRC 

When lost items are found in 
the park, please make a phone 
call to Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Office at 
719.385.6542 and report it. 
They will instruct you in what 
to do with the items. 

Tuesday Night Karma Hours 

On June 26 from 5-9pm at Bris-
tol Brewing Company, FoRRC is 
hosting a Karma Hours night. 
Come out and support Red 
Rock Canyon Open Space.   All 
pints bought during the karma 

hours  will have  $1 from the 
sale go to FoRRC to be used to 
maintain the open space.  Bris-
tol Brewing Company is locat-
ed at 1647 S. Tejon St.  Their 
number is 719.633.2555. Park-
ing is limited but you are able 
to park across the road at 
Ivywild Elem. School. 

Plastic Bags for Pets 

There are three pet bag boxes 
located in the open space at 
the Rt. 24 and 31st street park-
ing areas. If you have extra  
plastic bags that you want to 

get rid of, just stuff them in 
the pet bag boxes. 

Slightly Used Maps of RRC 

If you are done with your 
maps of the open space, 
please recycle by placing 
them back in the map boxes 
for others to use.  

Thank you. 

FoRRC NEWS 
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Are you interested in preserving our Open Space? 
Are you a biker, hiker, climber, interested in plants, flowers or animals, or a per-

son that enjoys the beauty of the outdoors? 
Join Friends of Red Rock Canyon and help us keep our open space beautiful. 

 
Don’t forget to check your renewal date on the back page of the newsletter. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Friends of Red Rock Canyon 

Name: _____________________________________________     Home Phone: ____________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________      Work Phone: ____________________ 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Newsletter Preference:  Delivered via Email      Delivered via Mail        

 

  Yes, I want to join Friends of Red Rock Canyon for the coming year 

__ Individual Member ($10) 

___ Family Membership ($15)                              Other Family Members:  _________________________________________ 

___ Organization / Business membership ($30) 

 

   I would like to help even more with a contribution of $ _______ 

   I would like to be involved in volunteer efforts: 

___   Trail and stewardship volunteer          ___  Educational Programs      ___  Serve on Board of Directors 
___   Advocacy & Community outreach       ___   Other (please describe) ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Please mail this membership form with your check to: 
Friends of Red Rock Canyon 

P. O. Box 6754 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-6754 

 

 
 

Note: should you want to pay by credit card, go to our website: www.redrockcanyonopenspace.org 

 

 
 

(Friends of Red Rock Canyon is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax deductible) 

http://www.redrockcanyonopenspace.org/


Friends of Red Rock Canyon 

Board of Directors 

 

President:  Bob Johnson 

Vice President:  Glenn Pressman 

Treasurer:  David Valier 

Secretary:  Christopher Jones 

Newsletter Editor:  Connie Johnson 

Historian: Don Ellis 

Webmaster:  

 

 

 

Special Projects: 

Dave Schell, Shanti Toll, Karl 

Klepfer, Dave Dombach 

We’re on the Web 

www.redrockcanyonopenspace.org 
 

Email address 

friends@redrockcanyonopenspace.org 
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