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GOCO awards $1 million grant for Red Rock Canyon Open Space:
Largest GOCO grant ever awarded to Colorado Springs!

IAST MONTTIILY ISSUE!

This =l be the last regular monthly lssue of the
Red Rock Rag,

The Bed Bock Canyon Coromlitee has published
the Red Rock Rag rnonthly slnce May ofzooo, and belleves
that the Red Rock KHag has been ohe of rmany effectlvwe
elernents n the successml campalon o preserve Red Rock
Canyon O @en Space,

Mow, wlth the dedlcated effiorts of the Trist for
Fubllc Land, the Clty of Colo@ado 3prings and many clilzen
supporters, we have reached agecal that many thought was
rposs (ble thiee years ago.

The Red Rock Canyon Cormrmltbee has recognlzed
that the need for a separate ad hoc adwvocacy Qroup
supporting Eed Eock Canyon Open Space has now passed,
and has voted to dissolve, effectlve January, 200 4, and metrde
5 mernalning asses with the Bed Rock Canyon Foundaton

The Eed Rock Canyon Foundatlon bellewes that
the progresslon of events from the Clo's purchase of Red
Rock Canyon to the formal openng of Red Rock Canyon
Open Jpace may be slow atsome thnes and rapld at other
times. 3o, the Eed Rock Canyon Foundatlon has declded (s
cormnrmunleations with Red Rock Canyon supportets can be
handled hetter through occaslonal timely bulletlns, the
‘savered mockeanyon com” webslbe, and poss by a guarterly
e wsle te

Whlle the Red Rock Rag has had a wider
clrculaton, the occaslonal bulletins of the Red Bock Cangon
Foundatlon may be dlrected toa mote @roeted audlence of
cortrnunlby leaders, open space advocates and Foundatlon
memmbers, To be sure that you "'s@Ey In the Toop”, this could
be a good thme o jon the Bed Rock Canyon Foundatlon,

Our Thanks

The Bed Fock Canyon Committes wizhes to
express its appreciation to Jo Cervone for ber
contibution supparting the Bed Bock Bagand 1w the
Bed Fock Canyon Foundation for its suppeart for the
Bed Bock Rag,

We wwould abke like to express owur
appreciation to the Village at Skyline for providing
o Theeting noor

And, owr spedal thanlks to everyone who
has contributed over the years to help male Red
Bock Carnyyon Open Space a realliy!

Red Rock Canyon Foundation
Looking For New Board Members

Aroutr Arnmual Meetlng on March 4th we =l be
electing new board members. You are Invited o subrlt
your narne ot others you know o be nominated o be on
the board efdlrectors. Flease call 3hantl (634-1810) or Brad
(62 2-0g77) lfyou have sugoestlons,

Then, come o the Annual Meetng ©r our tevlew
ofourgoals for the coming year, After refreshrnents and an
open discusslon we will elect new board roembers . Ttls
an lmportant meetng, please come.

Red Rock Canyon hikes planned

Hlkng tours of Bed Bock Canyon Open Space are
planned monthly thwough the Winker, The hlkes are
cutrently planned for the thlrd Satarday of each month,
January 17, February 25, and March 2o, After that we rmay
start hiking rote often

To conflrm hike dates and make resermtions
for the hikes, contact Linda Hodges at the Trails and
Opens Space Coalldon 633-6554 or e-mail
lindad iraihandopens paces.org.

A gift of history

On the Nowernber 2th Red Rock Canyon hlke
Ealee Thormpson and Ealtlln Burrell, both age g, and both
stadents at Steele Elernentary, found a steel rod In the
anlder Quarry, a rernnant of the quartylng ente mprise, After
the b lke, Ealee and Ealtlin gave this artifact o Tormn Faudiee
as acontibutlon o the Bed Rock Canyon Foundatlon Tom
suggested that this artlifact rolgh tevenmally find a place In
an Interpretlve, educatlonal center on the open space slbe -
and that they could have some satlsfactlon ln preserving a
bltofhistory Br others o experlence,

Trust For Community Parks
to hold citizens forum

A newly forned organlzatlon The Trust For
Communlty Farks 15 sponsoting a speclal clizens oo
about the fubire of patks In Colorado 3pdngs and El Paso
County at Cenfennlal Hall on 3ameday, January 24 from
oo o 1 oo Ald The foram 18 open o everyone, Evle
Blakeley and the Plkes Peak Cornrnunlty Foundatlon are
nwolved In The Thust For Corrmunloy Farks,
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What Next?

"Mow that we own L, when do we et o start
enjoving [ Today this 5 the roost frequently heard
questlon about Bed Rock Canyon, Llke ewerything else
concetning thils spectacular open space acqulsltlon, the
arswer |5 not all that easy.

Farks and Rectealon Departrment Dilrector Faul
Bubchet has expressed the hope that the property could be
open o the publlc as soon as thls surmmer, but he also
concedes that rmmany tings have o happen before then
Hete |5 whete we ate n the process and a look of some of
the things that roust be done,

The Clty has fjust contracted with Des lon Concepts
of Lafayette, Colorado, to complete a Red Rock Canyon
Open 3pace master plan Deslon Concepts has 3 23-year
hlstory of cusmnding work I deslonlng parks and open
space atess throughout the s@ate. The s wll be asslsbed b
local landscape archlbect Friscllla Matbaker who did the
plans o the Cliy's Blodgett Feak and High Chapatral opens
spaces as well as the Falmer Fark tall plan and talls n the
Garden of the Gods,

In the rmeandme, the Parks Departrnent has been
conductng - and n several cases has alteady complebed -
surveys of the geology, archeology and flora and fauna on
the property.

The pubillc process for the Red Rock Canyon open
space |s expected o begln In late January of 2004 and
contlnue through the spring,  FPublle Input will be mken on
a number of ousEnding 1851es concetming the property
nchading trall layour, entrance and tralthead locatlons, the
ultlmate use of the Bock resldence, and the use of parts of
the property now oocupled by sevweral small moblle home
parks and the paroel fronting Hishway 24, Other ques lons
such as mwock clirnbbug, access to the quany areas and overall
securlby tor the large propety also w1 have to be add ressed
The Parks Deparbnent hopes o hawve a final plan by kMay or
June,

The BRed Rock Canyon property comes with a
rurmber of fanes not Hund on any other open space
acqulsltlon Mary of these are Incompatlble wlith
mrmedlate publlc access, Ower two-dozen @mllles 1w ln
moblle homes scattered glong the edoes of the propetty,
The Clty has agieed I asslst n thelr relocatlon and this
process 15 now underway with the hope tat Lt can be
completed In the next three monts MNeatly slxty actes of
Tandfill roust be fenced off and a nuraber of strichires on
the property - sorne of thern potentlaly hazardous (ke the
ernpty swhninlng pool at the Bock resldence) - roust be
rernoved. Fortlons of the property - and partlculariy the old
gravel plt area - wlll requlre revegetatlon 3Jome of these
things are already happening,

As with any pmoject this lamme and cornplex, money
5 an Issue. The recenty awarded Fr mllllon GOCO grant
Wil be an enonmous help and the Farls and Recreatlon
Departrnent staff s actlvely pumsuing other poss (ble grants
bo asslst n the nfastmicoire deweloprment A dark cloud ln
the franclal pleime contlhues o be the Douglas Bruce
Tawrsult agamst the TOPI extenslon which prevents the Clby
fiorm Epplng any of the new rmalnenance Mnds offered by
the revised TOFI omd hance,

Carng Movernber the publle was able o enjoy
Ilrlted access bo the property through Samday hilkes
omanlzed by the Tralls and Open 3pace Coalltlon. These
hikes ate expected bo tesurne affer the Chilsomas holldays
on the third Saturday ofeach month, Forrore nformnatlon,
call TO3C at 6326884,

In the roeantime, please be patlent What we have
acqulred In Red Bock Cangon 5 more than worth a few
add ltlonal renths of walting

Eent Obee, Chalt,
TOR Wotking Coranlthee

CALENDAR:
Events of Possible Interest:

Jarmary 17 Bed Boc k Canyon Open Space Hike
roioo A High Street entmnce
Contact: Linda Hodaes at fi33-6884
ot e=trail linda@trailzandopenzpaces.org

Jaruary 24 The Tnet Bor Comnmnity Parks
Citizenz Bonmm
oo to 1 oo Ah Centernnial Hall

Febraary 5 Bed Bock Canyon Foundation
7oo BM, Village at Sk yline o Lower Cold
Carp Foad), Activities Foor, Building Mo, 4
(" The Eaztermmcst Bullding - enter from the
parking lot notth of the building)

February 21 Fed Bock Canyon Open Space Hike
remoo A High Street entance
Contact: Linda Hodoes at fi33-6884
ot e=trail linda@trailzandopenspaces.org

Marh 4 Bed Fock Canyon Boundation

ANNUAL BLEINESS MEETITNG

700 PM, Village at Sk yline (off Lower Cold

Clamp Foad), Activities Foom, Bullding Mo 4
Marrh 20 Fed Bock Canyen Open Space Hike

oo AW High Strest entance

Contact: Linds Hodges at fi33-6884

ar e-rrail linda@traillzandopenspaces.org

Arril 1 Bed Bock Canyon Fomdation
7oo P Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Carp Foad), Activities Foor, Building Mo, 4

The TOPS Whorking Committee meets at 400 Fhi
the zerond Wednesday of each meonth
and 70 AWM the foxth Wedne=day
at the Parkz and Recreation Building
1 401 Becreation Way

No January meeting

Jlnce the regulady scheduled January meetlng of
the REed Rock Canyon Foundatlon would be Mew Years
Day, there wll be no Red Rock Canyon Foundatlon
meeting ln January, Begular open meetlngs w1 resume
February 5. The anmial business reeting of the Red Rock
Canyon Foundatlon wil be held kMarch 4. AL the hMarch 4
meeting new Board members and offlce s Wil be selected
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Secret Garden of the Gods,
a Secret No More:
How We Saved Red Rock Canyon

From the beglnnng no open space prize loomed
larzer or appeared rore lmposs (ble o achleve than the
saving of the 780-acre Bed Rock Canyor.

Every majpr dewloper ln Ceolorade 3prings,
nchding the Broadmoor Hotel, had atone thne or another
looked at deweloprnent plans for the property, Tn the '7os,
the late John Bock and his brother Blchard - whose father
assernbled the Red Rock Canyvon property - bullt a large
and detalled scale-rmnodel of thelr own fubadstlc plans tor
the propetrty It Included 2 4 space-age hlgh-tise bulldihgs
and ternple-llke bowers, sorme with thelt own hellcopter
landing pads. Bock's scheme dwatfed even the most
grandlose plans of subsequent developers.

Bed HRock Canyon, a nataral  geologlceal
contnuatlon of Garden the Gods, was not only the most
bteath takingly beautlfl and unlgue of the remalning
legacy-quallty, undeweloped propertles on the clors
perphery, [E purchase was the most complex o negotlate,
A rnajor corpllcating @otor was a do-acte landflll on the
ptopetty - 4 pointlal Tabllg of unkhowh proportlons,
Added o such envlironrmentsl guestlon matks and polnis
of abuse (holuding a rotel buted on the sle) was a
landownetr who was widely perelved to e difficult- with
hls "tEke-the-property-as-li-1s" at a non-negot@able §rg
rllllon price attlude.

Al these questlons were lald o rest on Tuesday,
Movernber 2§, at roiar armn, when the Cly assumed tlfe D
Bed Bock Canyon, thus bringlng to a close a neatly flve-
year-long, comblned cltlzen and clbyded effort The
process underwent a5 rmany ups and downs as the
surroundlng mountaln landscape and, n the end, It was a
diearn come tmie for all Colorado Springs clizens, How
dld It happen?

The Moise that BEoared

Four-and-a-half years ago on March 30, 1ggg, the
Eed Reock Canyon Cornrolttee (RRCC) was forrmed - with
the help of the then-Tralls and Open 3pace Coalltlon
Deputy Director and envlronrmental actlvIst 3cott Floa The
voluntary  Smoup's mmandatke was o protnoke the
presetvatlon of Red Rock Canyorn Tt was Inltlally headed
by Denlse Deleo, llowed by Joe Fabeck. Forthe past two
years Don ENlls and 3hantl Toll havwe served as lis co-chalrs,

To educate people as to what was really out the te
- back behilnd the glant"Eeep Out® slons and traller parks,
the RRCC secured perrnlsslon fromn owner John Bock D
conduct hlkes on the propetty, A sllde showr was created,
articles were wrltten, and Don Ellls started the srnall, but
effectlve Red Rock Eag, whlch he Inltlally flnanced out of
hils own pocket As Teny Pubman, planning chlef for the
Farks and Eecreatlon Departrent, obse rved, the BRRCC was
the only open space advocacy group ln bown o be able D
clalm s own news publlcation, With s carefilly targe bed
audlence of polltlcal Teadets and actlviss, the Red BRock
Canyon Cormrmliee thaly was "the mouse that noared.”

Meanwhlle, In early 2000, the deweloprnent
specter became lromilnent Richamd Yakes, a3 3anta Fe
dewveloper, headlng a cornpany called Zydeco (a divislon of
hils farnlly's Yates Drllllng Cornpany) declded ke could
"make the numbers work” Zydeco secured a rmultl-year
rene wable optlon on the property.

For the next two years, the cholce before the
presetvatlonlss was: Dld you by o cut a deal with the
developer to save part of the land or dld you o all out
trylng o defeat the developer and hils plan. Negotlatlons
ook place at countless rmeetlngs and plannlng sesslons In
both  hanlton and Colormado 3prings, ln repeabed
ptesentatlons before both cliy counclls and at nurmerous
gesslons of the TOFS Worklng Commlties.  Fattlclpants
rabtched wls, stratagens, and a don't-blink-1s -brand of
oughness and opimism that eminded some observers of
an old-fashloned poker garme,

In the end, alded by some maladrolt polldcal
cholces by the developer and the unwlll ingness on the part
of most of the preservationlss - Inchidlng the TOP3
Worklng Cormmlttee - o buy nto any of the 1lmled open
gpace scenarlos offered by the developet, the developrment
plan appeared to be srmled

When te Inltal Zydeco optlon lapsed
presetvatlonlss and the cliy qulckly s & pped forward, even
while Yates was stlll engaged n m@lks wlth Bock for
renewing It Shottly thereatter, John Bock dled. The TOF3
Corarnliee recoromended that the Trast for Fubllc Tand
(TFL) be brought ln as negotlator (TFL had been nvolved
i the Clor's fltst bl open space success story, the puichase
of the 3taton land b rgg8)  Affer several rnonths of
neootlatlons, TFL negeotlator Woody Beardsley, an astate,
young, &'4" Colomadan, with a ready smlle and a partlallbr
tor cowboy boots and tweed coals who Qew up on a
Colomdo ranch, secured the optlon on the land

Other compllcatdons wermalned.  Flist was  the
crlteal questlon of TOPS fundlng (s exlsting program
could pay for Red Rock and 1ltte else)  To rnake sure the e
was mnoney both for Red Rock and other projects of high
priodbr o the corarnunlty, TO P supportets declded o put
an extenslon of the X bere the wobets The gues tlon now
was: "Would voits suppott such an extenslon, partlcularly
i these bad econotnle Hrnes®

The other wvatlable was the almost complete
tamover of the Cliy Councll In Apell zooz, Would IE new
roernbers suppott the vislon ofsaving Red Rock Canyon as
Iz previous rmembers had doner The answets o both
questlons were a resound g "Yes." The @x nltlatlve passed
wlth an overwhelming fwo-to-one margin of support on
Apdl 1. And on May 27, the new Cloy Councll wobed
uranlrmously o approve the Bed Rock Canyon acqulsitlon
acdrz. s mllllon,

On Decernber §, fust In thne ©r Chrlstrnas, Great
Outdoor Colomdeo (GOCO) gave Colorado Jprings a grant
of 315 mllllon o help pay for the purchase of Ked Hock
Canyon - GOCO's largest grant ever to Colorado 3prings.

In shott, after what has been desctllbed as one of
the rmnost ntensivwe perlods of clilzen lobbylng o local
history, paradlse lost has been Dund, Don Qulxote has
trlarnphed. And ewen the splis ofthe historle Ube may be
resting a bl eas ler now,

Futh Obes
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Red Rock Canyon Foundation - MEMBERSHIP FORM

Marme:
Address:

E-rmail: Phare:

Membership donation: {checks pavahle to Red Rock Canyon Foundation)

M ermbership level
_ Supporter dwanting to be kept informed)
_ Helper fadlling to wark on occasional committes ar help swith weork projects)
_ Leader twilling towolunteer & few hours & monthn

Areas of interest for volunteering:

Signature Diate

Send this membership formto; Red Rock Carmvon Foundaifon
zzo7 W, Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogog

(Fhone 634-1 810)

For more information, contact Linda Hodpes at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: £33-6804,
or e-mail: help@ saveredrockcanyon.com

Ter Brp Roce: Bas

Bed Fork Canyon Committes
P O Box 2352
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor=z352




